
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

FLEMING-MASON RURAL ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 

AND 

CONTINENTAL TELEPHONE COMPANY 
OF KENTUCKY 

ALLEGED PAILURE TO c m m y  WITH 
THE COWMISSION'S REGULATION 807 
ICAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  SECTION 24 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

On August 7, 1987, the Commission issued an Order in this 

proceeding which it rescinds and replaces with the  following: 

Fleming-Mason Rural Electric Cooperative Corporation 

('Pleming-Mason'), a corporation which engages in the distribution 

and transmission of electricity to the public for compensation for 

l i g h t ,  heat, power and other uses, is a utility as defined I n  KRS 

278 -010. 

Continental Telephone Company of Kentucky ("Contela), a 

corporation which owns and operates facilities used in connection 

with the  transmission over wire of messages by telephone for the 

public for compensation, is a utility a8 defined in KRS 278.010. 

KRS 278.280 authorfzes the Commission to prescribe rules  for 

t h e  performance of any service furniahed or supplied by a utility. 



Pursuant to this authority, the Commission has promulgated a rule, 

codified at 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, which requires prompt 

notification to the Commission of any utility related accident 

which results in death to any person. Notice must be given by 

telephone or telegraph. A summary written report must be 

submitted within seven days of the accident. 

The Cornmission staff hae submitted to the Commission a report 

of Accident Investigation, attached hereto a8 Appendix A,  which 

alleges that: 

1. On April 29, 1987, Mr. Hazel NcCarthey, a resident of 

Maysville, Kentucky, was fatally injured when the tractor which he 

was operating became entangled with down guys owned by Contel and 

Fleming-Mason. 

2. The accident occurred on April 29, 1987, at 

approximately 5 : O O  p.m. in Maysville, Kentucky. Employee8 of 

Fleming-Mason discovered Mr. McCarthey's body approximately two 

and a half hours later. 

3. Fleming-Mason failed to notify the Conmiasion of the 

accident until April 30, 1987, at 3:07 p.m. A summary written 

report was not submitted to t h e  Commission until JUn8 3, 1987, 

thirty-five days after the accident occurred. 

4 .  C o n t e l  wag notified of  the sccident by telephone by 

Fleming-Mason on April 30, 1987, at 7 : O O  a.m. It failed t o  notify 

the Commission of the accident or submit to the Commiesion a 

summary written report. 
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5. Fleming-Mason violated 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, by 

failing to notify the Commission promptly of the accident and to 

submit a summary written report within the prescribed time. 

6. Contel violated 807 K A R  5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, by failing to 

notify t h e  Commission of the accident and to submit a summary 

written report on it. 

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own Motion, hereby ORDERS 

that: 

1. The previous initiating Order issued in this caee be and 

it hereby is rescinded and this Order issued in its stead. 

2. Fleming-Mason and Contel shall appear before the 

Commission on September 17, 1987, at 9:00 a . m . ,  Eastern Daylight 

Time, in the Commission's offices at Frankfort, Kentucky, for the 

purposes of presenting evidence concerning the incident which i e  

the  subject of the report of Accident Investigation, specifically 

the alleged violations of 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, and of 

showing cause why they should not be subject to t h e  penalties 

prescribed in KRS 278.990 for failure to comply with the 

Commission's regulations. 

3. The report of the Accident Investigation shall be and 

hereby is included as part of the record of this proceeding. 

4. Fleminq-Mason and Contel shall have until the close of 

business two weeks from the date of this Order to submit written 

responses to the allegations contained in the report of the 

Accident Investigation. 

-3- 



Done at Frankfor t ,  Kentucky, this 17th day of August, 1987. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COHHISSION 

ATTEST t 

Executive Director 



A P3E’,J D L Y 

APPENDIX TO AN ORDER OF THE ?UBLIC SE%VICE 
COWISSION IN CASE NO. 9998 DATED 8/17/87 

ELECTRICN, UTfLITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

DATE OF T E f S  RePO6tT 6 / 8 / 8 7  S W I T T E D  B Y  Jeffery L. Gflpin 

ACCIDENT BY 

DATE c TIME ACC I DE= 

Steve Souder 

REPORTED 4/30/87 3 t 0 7  P.M. 

DATE MID TINE ACCIDBYT OCCIJRRED 4/29/87 5rOO P . H .  

DATE OF ACCSDElCT I # V E 8 T I G A T I ~  5/1/87 

’MTB SUWIURY WRXTTCN ElBPORT WAS RIDCEIVED PROM UTILITY 6/3/87 

PERSONS ASSPSTIHG Xu TRE XWVBSTIGATIOCI Steve Souder-Fleming-Mason 

RECC 

W E  O F  VICTIn(S) 1. Hazel McCatthev SEX ?I ACE 88 

PATAL Yea NAME OF BMPLQIERt Self-employed farmer, 

2. SBX AGE 

FATAL w e  OP ENPLOYER: 

INJURIES 

INJURIES 
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EUCTRXCAL UTILITY ACCIDENT SNVeSTSGATIOLO (Continued) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Off Of O l d  Sardis Pike in Hason County, 

Kentuckyr a t  the victim's residence. 

DeSCRIPTfOn OF ACCIDENT The victim was mowing grass around t h e  edge 

of his yard w i t h  a farm t rac tor  and 8 cutter bar mower when the m o w e r  

became entangled in a Contel Telephone Company down guy. Apparently 

t h e  contact with t h e  Contel guy caused the tractor to swinq sharply 

to t h e  r i q h t  and become entangled in Fleming-Mason's down guy which 

broke the top off of the pole. When the pole broke the slack in the 

Fleming-Mason down QUY wrapped around the tractors tear tire and the 

victim's chest. A s  the tractor continuod forward the rotation of the 

wheels tiqhtened the cable across t h e  victim and caused h i s  death. 

SOIIRCE OF IW?ORAATION Steve  Souder, Fleming-Mason RECCe Pleminq- 

Mason's Summary Accident Raport; onsite investigation. 

VIOUTXONS OF COe01ISSIO6l RBCULAT1018 T h i s  accident occurred on April 

298 1987, a t  5 : O O  P . H .  and was not reported until April 30, 1987, a t  

3 : 0 7  P.M. This is in violation of KAR S r 0 0 6 ,  Section 24 which re- 

quires t h a t  t h e  u t i l i t y  give prompt notice of all fat81 accidents. 

Tho Commission did not receive t h e  utility's vritten summary report 

- of this a c c i d o n t  until Juno 3 ,  1987. Thi8 i r  in violation of KAR 

5 ~ 0 0 6 ,  Soctton 24 vhich requires that a wri t ten summary report be 

submitted within 7 dW8. 

Rtoo11)1WIDATIOIS To be in complisnco w i t h  KAR 58006 ,  Section 2 4 ,  t h e  

utLlity should  provide the Commission with atompt notice of all fatal 

accrdents and submit a summary written report within 7 day8. The 

notice shou ld  be q i v e n  to the COmmlSSiOn even if details are 
~ d d i t i o n a ~  information can be qiven at a l a t o r  tima i t  s k e t c h y .  

necessary. 
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CORRECTIVE ACTION 
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LSNB CLEARANCES 

A. AT POI= O? ACCIDBNT 

Ph8Se conductor to  ground 
elevationr N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to ground 

Communication conductor to 

Phase conductor to structure! N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to s t r u c t u r e !  N/A N/A 

e l e v a t i o n  : N/A N/A 

ground elevation: N / h  N/A 

Communication conductor to 
StfUCtUCBt 

8 .  AT raYeST pOI#T OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevationr 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevationt 

Communication conductor to  
ground elevatlon! 

N/A N/A 

N/A U/A 

U/A N/A 

N/A N/A* 

C. SPAN LENGTH N/A 

-to tho lina or facilitlom uoro conmtruct.04: 

Utilityt Fleming-Mason RECC 

D a t e r  5/1/87 TI= 10330 A.M. 

Apptoxhate t-raturor 02  Deqress F 

l¶earurownt8 mad8 byr 
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I -  FLEMI3G-SIASON 
RURAL ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CORPORATION 

Huston Delaney. 
President Q General M ~ r g r r  

June 2, 1987 

Jeff C i l p l l a  
Pub1 ic Service CoQnirs ion 
P. 0. Box 615 
Frankfort, KY 40602 

P.O. BOX 328 
FLEMINGSBURG, KY. 41041 

Phone (606) 846-2661 

' RECEIVED 

DIVISION Of UTILIlY - 
ENGINEERING & SEWICES 

Dear Jeff :  

Enclosed please find the fallowing item8 relating to chs Hazel 
McCatthcy accident in Mason Ccgntg which you invcstig8tcd. 

Sunumry "Hazel McCarchey's Fatal  Accident" 
Coroner's Investigation Report 
Sheriff's Report 
Ambulance Owrator. Report 
Sketch of Scene 

SDS/pdp 

Enclorurar 



HAZEL MCCARTHEY'S FATAL A C C I D E M  

The fol lowing is 8 r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  e v e n t s  on t h e  evening 

of A p r i l  2 9 ,  1987 concerning t h e  Hazel ncC8rthey acc ident  b8scd 

on an i n t e r v i e w  by Steve  Soudcr w i t h  Russie D U n ~ 8 y .  S teve  Rarn 

and Jick Ovens, v i t h  Louie F lanery  b e i n 8  present .  

John Ful ton  o r  Elmer Ful ton  c a l l e d  Marjorie Ropsc about 3:OO 

p . 0 .  t o  report the  pwcr off a t  account  number 19-78-02. T h i s  

in format ion  wa8 r e l a y e d  by Reno McClone to  Rusr ie  and Steve who 

were working on a n o t h e r  ou tage  becueen Elfravi l le  urd H i l l t o p .  

They finished t h e i r  vork in the Elizuville-8illCop area and 

proceeded to the John R. F u l t o n  r s r f d e a c e  and determined t h r t  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i n e  waa de-enargi t8d.  They want to  rcclose nunbet 

223 which was 1 o c k e d o u t . I t u a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c l o s e d  a t  6:37 p.a. 

w i t h  no subsequent o p e r a t i o n s .  Return ing  t o  t h e  John R. P u l t o n  

r e s i d e n c e  ' t hey  saw t h e  l i g h t s  on and dec ided  t o  p a t r o l  the t e s t  

of t h e  c i r c u i t  t o  determine the c8uao of t h e  out r8e .  They 

d i s c m e r e d  a t ap  l i n e  o u t  of rag and t h i n k i n g  t h 8 t  t h e  wind h8d 

probably caused t h i s  line t o  s h o r t  dec ided  to  resag t h e  l i n e .  To 

g a i n  access to  t h e  termin81 p o l e  t h e y  cont8c ted  Emery Vice who 

went w i t h  them t o  open g e t e s  and show them t h 8  w r y  t o  the pole on 

which t h e y  planned t o  vork. They r888g8d t h e  l i n e  rod left  t h e  

f i e l d  a t  about 7:lS p.m. Return ing  to  Emery  V i c e ' s  house the7 

were t r i n n i n g  soma l imbs which were n e a r  a service wire when Reno 

c a l l e d  to report service along the line s e c t i o n  Y88 S t i l l  O f f .  

They p ~ t r o l l r d  t h e  line f u r t h e r  speciffcrlly i n r e r r i g 8 t i n g  

the  line which w 8 8  r e c e n t l y  r e s r g g e d  vhen t h e y  C 8 W  U p D  t h e  

I 



8 .  

broekn pole a t  Hr. HcCarthty 's .  The pole had been broken a t  t h e  

telephone a t tachment ,  t h e  te lephone c8bla  was on the ground end 

t h e  electric c a n d u c t o r r  were s t i l l  8 t t r c h s d  to  t h e  pole top.  

Russia approached a trac&ot which w 8 8  caught  up i n  the  guy 

wires and saw thoc  Mr. McC8tth.y Y8r 8 C i l l  slumped in t h e  t r 8 c t o r  

s e a t  w i t h  his head down near t h e  f o o t  p e t a l s .  Rur r io  c811ed t o  

Steve t o  b r i n g  tubber glover and b o l t  e u e t e t r .  They c u t  t h e  

e lec t r ic  conductor8 and guy uire. After r t t 8 i g h t e n i n g  Mr.  

HcC8tthcy b8ck up in t h e  tractor seat  Rursie l e f t  t o  C a l l  f o r  

help wbilr Stewe suppor ted  Mr. McCarchey. Rurrie uent co Emery 

Vfca'a house; Mr. ?ice cal led  t h e  P8lmet Punarrl Haor in 8frprlfck 

a t  about  7 : l S  to  7:30 p.m. Wheo Rurrfr returned to  Hr. 

HcCarthey'r ,  Winnie Sweet vas a r r i v i n g  also. Me. Sweet and Steve  

t r ied t e o u s c i c a t i o n  techniques  on Mr. McCarchtp but t o  na avail. 

They cont inued  t o  hold  Mt. McC8rthey'a head u n t i l  t he  ambulance 

a r r ived  a t  7:SO p.m. A t  some point during t h e  time. between 

RuISie'8 r e t u r n  and the a r r i v a l  of t h e  ambulance, Roar Ann Palmer 

and another lady atrived 8ad on nr8. Palater's advice Mr.. 

HcCarthey wa8 remvcd from t h e  t ractor  and p18Ctd on t h e  ground. 

James t r e l l ,  Mrroa County Coroner, and Chat lea  Long, Mason 

County Deputy Sher i f f .  c a w  to t h e  sit.. J8ck Owear of Fleming- 

Mrroa RECC arrived 8f about 8:25 p.m. He c8llrd Hurcon D s l m s y  

then isolated t h 8  l i n e  to Mr. HcC8rthry'S 8ad re8tOrd p W 8 t  t O  

t h e  l i n e  section. 

Coacrl Teleghorre C-paay var not i f ied by J a c k  8f 7:OO 8.m. 
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CORONER'S INVESTICATiON REPORT 

H a m  of D-asbd: 

PI- of O.ath: 

Add reis : 

h t  Srrn Aliw By 
W~tnaii to lnJu 
II tnesr or Death 



Mason County Coroner's Office 
JAMES A BRELL, CORONER 

Phone 606 561-6012 
620 Eut  Second St. MaysviI!e, Ky. 410% 
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